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231.01 Item Identification - An item identification is a collection and
compilation of data to describe an item. The data to develop an item *

identification are:

a. A combination of the following:

(1) Item Name

(2) Federal Supply Code for Manufacturers (FSCM)

(3) Manufacturers’ Identifying Part/Reference Number: The primary
number used to identify an item of production, or a range of items of production,
by the manufacturer (Individual company, firm, corporation, or Government
activity) which controls the design, characteristics, and production of an item
by means of its engineering drawings, specifications, and inspection requirements.
Included are manufacturers’ part, drawing, model, type, source-controll.lng  aumbers,
specification-controlling numbers, the manufacturer’s trade name when the
manufacturer identifies the item by trade name only, specification of standard
part, drawing, or type numbers.

(4) Reference Number Category Code (lWCC) - A code designating the
relationship of the reference number to the item of supply.

L (5) Reference Number Variation Code (RNVC) -A code indicating that
a cited reference number is or is not item identifying, or is for information
only.

or,

b. The item name and physical and performance characteristics data of
the item prescribed by a specific Federal Item Identification Guide (FIIG). It
may or may not include the manufacturers’ identifying number.

231.02 Principles of Item Identification

a. Meaning of Item Identification. Under the Federal Catalog System
the concept of each item of supply is expressed in, and fixed by, an item
identification. The item identification will consist of the minimum data
required to establish, directly or indirectly, the essential characteristics of
the item which give the item its unique character and make it what it is, and
to differentiate it from every other item of supply used by the Federal
Government.

(1) Because item identifications originate within any department
or agency thereof, and because each expressed characteristic tends to
differentiate item identifications, the need arises for determining when
different item identifications actually apply to the same item of supply. Each
item identification therefore must consist of sufficient characteristics
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essential to reveal potential idqnticali’ty among item identifications applying
to the same item of supply.

(2) The principles and methods of item identification established
herein have been so dweloped that each item identification will be adequate for
effective use in whole or in part, in the functions of supply, as applicable,
including determination of requiremen”ts, design, procurement, production,
distribution, redistribution, maintenance, and dfsposal of materiel.

b. Item of Supply and Item of Production

(1) Explanation.

(a) An Item of Supply may be:

1. A single item of production.—

231-2
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2 Two or more items of production that are functionally
interchangea~le  or tha;”may be substituted for the same purpose and that are comparable
in terms of use.

3_. More meticulous (a selection of closer tolerance, specific
characteristics, finer quelity) than the normal item of production.

~. A mod if icat ion (accomplished by the user or by request of the
user) of a normal item of production.

(b) An item of production consists of those pieces or objects grouped
within a manufacturer’s identifying number and conforming to the same engineering
drawings, specif icat ions, and inspection.

(2) Determination *

(a) Each government activity shall determine, and be able to justify *
its items of supply in terms of technical considerate ions and its logtstics responsibilities. *
In accordance with this principle, an activity shall define its items of supply iii the ‘Y
broadest possible terms that will assure identification consistent with the requirements*
of its logistics responsibilities. *

(b) because of the item-of-supply principle, item-of-supply concepts *
covering closely related items may exist at different levels of detail or tolerance, *

according to the number and nature of the characteristics included in the concepts, In *

this situation the broader item of supply may overlap the narrower” item of supply in *

.-: terms of the range of the pieces or objects covered by c.ach. Each such d iff zzent item *
of supply, the broader and the narrower, Is assigned a separate National ..tock Number *
in the Federal Catalog System. *

(3) Basis for identification *

(a) The identification and differentiation of an item of supply rests
on the characteristics inherent in the concept of the item. The particular characteristic~
appropriate to a particular concept can be disclosed only by technical research, which
therefore serves as the foundation for the process of item identification.

(b) The characteristics of an item of supply are basically of two
kinds :

& Physical characteristics, consisting of everything that enters
[nto tl~e make up of the item, such as its structure, its material content, its chemical
composition, electrical data, dlmenaions, and the f ormat.ion or arrangement of its parte,
the principles of operation, and the like.

~ Performance characteristics , consisting of the special or
1)(.,;~lllltr  kind Of ncl~on or semice provided by, and expected of, the item by virtue of
Il.{ l~l~y~lcol chnracterl~Llcfi.
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231 .0?3 Promu&ation and Utilization of Item Identifications

a. Publication and Distribution of Federal Item Identificatj.ons  (FIIs~. De-
scriptive Method (Type ~, 1A, IB, 4, 4A, 4B) and Reference ~thod (Type 2) FIIs are
published and distributed to bve~ent activities and may also be distributed to in-
dbst ry under the conditions stated in parqgraph 132.04.

b. Use of FIIs

(1) FIIs are promulgated to the various Government activities as the
Federal catalog data to be used to serve the following:

(a) A medium to be used as a standard language or terminology
undecptandable  and usable thro~hout the Federal Government in ~1 of the various
functions of supply ~agement, including determinant ion of requirements, procurement,
production, distributiori, redistribution , maintenance, and dtsposal”of  materiel.

(b) As an aid In establishing equivalency and substitutability
between items of su~ply.

(c) Aa an aid in the reduction, through the elfndnetion of duplicate
item identif icat ions, of the number of items procured, stored, and tssued.

(d) As the basis for effective cross servicing.

(e) As a tool for industrial umbilization planning
mobil.$zation.

(f) As the basic source of catalog data to be used

and for induetzkl

in the preparation—
of any document or publication disseminating catalog data. (Any activity ~Y add
whatever data is required solely for fts own use, provided that the item of eupply
concept expressed by the FII is not changed thereby) .

(2) portions of a FI I may be extracted as deemed appropriate to meet the
needs of the particular use to which it Ss put, and the sequence of the data may be
vari~ to the extent deemed ~st effective for that ~e, provided that extraction ~d
rearrm&eq&ant does twt have the effect of altering the item of SUpply concept
expr~sed by the FII. Similarly, certain terms, symbols, and abbreviations, which
normally consist of or contain loweir case letters appear in FIIa in upper casa letters
due t~ the ❑ ethod of tranamissfon. Such data, when ueed in activity catalogs, ti~la,
allow~nce lists , and other publ icat ions, may be converted from upper case to lwer
case letters in order to conform with ntandard practice and usage.

231.04 National Item identification Numbers (NIINs)—

:1. lki~.n.ltion and Purpose.. — . The NIIN is a :>eries of nine Arabic numerals
WI 1.LL!.11, typed, i}~LntecJ as follows: two digits, hyphen, three digits, hyphen,
I{Iur dl!:lt!i ([)()-J 2’l-f\5fJ7), rcqulrJ.ng eleven spnct.s, The NIIN differentiates, ancisely
~ild lW1-lll.ll],~l~L  I’Y , e~lcl} Individual k]upply item fromnll other items of supplY. It is

:;tom J.:+ LgIIJ I .((::1111 III churwter in Ehat the first tw~ digits signtfv the ?Jationql Codift-
~ltlol~ liur~.;lu (Ncu) whl(:l~ assigned the NIIN. The last seven digi:.s i: J , :i,i.~i~ificant
atld du nut Identj.fy an Individual SUpply item as ‘tile seven  digit grou: ~ :——- is L$paaced
Lor each ?!(:!! cod+:, i.e., 00-123-4567; 01-123-4567. ‘“

—

. . . . .

. . .
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b. Output Configuration on Automatic Data Processing Equipment (ADPE).
When the NIIN is used in mechanized records It may be entered without hyphens.
but shall be printed on Electric Accounting Machine(EAM) listings and tabulations
as two digits, hyphen, three digits, hyphen, four digits (00-123-4567). When a
hyphen symbol is not available, the NIIN shall be printed two digits, space,
three digits, space, four digits (00 123 4567).

c. Assignment Authority. NIINs shall be assigned by the Directorate of
Item Identification, Defense Logistics Sexvices Center (DLSC) and the NCBS of
the participating countries.

d. Permanence of Numbers. A NIIN assigned to a FII canceled in
accordance with the conditions stated in 233, subparagraph 233.06b(l), (2) and
(5), shall not be reassigned to another item of supply.

e. Use of NCB Codes. National Stock Numbers (NSNS) having NCB codes
other than 00 and 01, which are assigned to the United States, may be used by
U.S. Government activities.

231.05 Manufacturers’ Data

- The manufacturers’ data (e.g. , referenceldrawing  numbers~ part names~
characteristic/descriptive data) is most essential for proper item ident~fi-
cation. All participants in the Federal Catalog System shall ensure that a
comprehensive and up–to-date compilation of manufacturers’ data is maintained
in order to support”” the principles and requirements of all the logistics
functions dependent on cataloging.

231.06 National Stock Number (NSN)

The NSN for an item of supply consists of the applicable four digit
class code number from the Federal Supply Classification (FSC), plus the
applicable nine digit NIIN. *

231.07 Definition and Relationship of the NSN to the Permanent System Control
Number (PSCN).

a. Definition. The PSCN is a unique control number assigned by the” DLSC
in the functional program area of standardization to enable establishment and
mechanized processing of data associated with an item which does not qualify for
assi~nment of a NSN. The first position of the last seven di%fts of a ps~
indi~ates the functional area fo~ which the PSCN was obtained; P
tion. The PSCN
three alpha and
tion PSCN)).

structure consists of the proper FSC followed by
four numeric characters, (e.g., 4730-01-PAA-4577

for standardiza-
the NCB code,
(stsndardiza-

“.
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b. Relationship. A PSCN, as defined above, shall never be assigned
to an item identification to which a NSN has been assigned. In addition, the
PSCN shall be removed from records to which a NSN has been subsequently
assigned to the same item identification since only one number may be used to
stock number an item in accordance with Public Law and that number shall be
the NSN.

. ...-.”-.. . . . . . . . . .
- . . . . . . . .. . . .

-
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232.01 Basic Tools for Preparation of Item ’Identifications are the following:

a. Format of the Reference Number.

b. Cataloging Handbook H6, Federal Item Name Directory for Supply
Cataloging.

c. Cataloging Handbook H2, Federal Supply Classification (see Section 3
of this manual).

d. Federal Item Identification Guides (FIIGs).

(1) Basic FIIG. A comprehensive document used to govern the *

collection of physical and performance characteristics (and characteristics data *
to support other logistics functions) for each descriptive item that is entered *
into the Central Catalog File data base. A basic FIIG is identified by zhe *

prefix “A” or “T”.

(2) Miscellaneous FIIG. A general purpose document providing a *

means for describing items not contained in a specific basic FIIG because of *

a low population, new commodity areas, or not having an Approved Item Name.

e. Cataloging Handbook H4, Federal Supply Code for Manufacturers.

(1) When a Government activity controls the design of the item of
production, the manufacturer’s code shall be in accordance with the applicable
entry in this handbook identified by a “G” to indicate “U.S. Government”. Select
‘the code number of the lowest echelon Government activity which controls the
design.

(2) When the activity controls the manufacture or design of an item
of production and is not listed in this handbook , a request for FSCM assignment,
including the exact corporate/organizational name and address together with a
statement of the manufacturer’s products, shall be directed to the Directorate
of Item Identification, Defense Logistics Sevices Center, Battle Creek,
Michigan 49016. Requests shall be submitted in accordance with the DIDS
Procedures Manual.

f. The DIDS Procedures Manual (DoD 41OO.39-M) as relates to preparation
of item identifications.

232.02 Principles for Names

a. The selection or development of a single name for an item of supply
provides a common language for materiel management operations and shall be the
first step in the identification of an item of supply. The name of an item of
supply may be:

(1) An Approved Item Name - the name which is selected (approved by
the Directorate of Item Identification, DLSC, as the official designation for an

232-1
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item of supply) and delimited where necessary, to establish a basic concept of
the item of supply to which the item belongs and with which it should be compared.
It may be a basic name, or a basic name followed by those modifiers necessary to
differentiate between item concepts having the same basic name. Approved Item
Names, basic names, and colloquial names are published in Cataloging Handbook H6.
When two or more names are applicable to an item, the name which is most commonly
used by the Government and industry shall be selected as the item name, and the
other name(s) shall be cross-indexed to the selected name.

(2) A part name - (i.e., a name applied by a Government activity(ies)
or by a manufacturer when no approved item name exists). Part names are not
restricted to the number of modifiers and shall be used in preparing Reference
and Partial Descriptive Method Item Identifications when an Approved Item Name
is not applicable. Since identification under the Reference Method is based
primarily upon the name of the manufacturer and his item identifying number and
not on the name of the item, a part name may be used to express different item
concepts, or different part names may be used to express the same item concept.
When such duplications are revealed, steps shall be taken to establish a single
item name for each different item concept.

(3) A colloquial name - (i.e., any name other than the Approved Item
Name, that has been used for an item of SUDDIV for which an Approved Item Name
has been developed). When referencing a c;ilkquial name which-
to more than one Approved Item Name, the reference may be to a
followed in parenthesis by the phrase “as modified” or to each
item names listed successively after the colloquial name.

(4) Basic name - is either a basic noun word (i.e.

may be applicable
basic noun
of the approved

● a sinde noun,. .
or hyphenated noun word, which establishes the basic concept of an item, such as
“CHAIR”, “TOOTHBRUSH”) or a noun phrase (i.e., a group of the minimum number of
words which establish a basic concept of an item when no single noun is adequate,
such as “SEWING MACHINE”, “CHART BOARD”). A bssic

(a) As an item name only when it

name shall be

establishes a

used as follows:

single concept

. . . . . . : . . .. . . . . . . . .
-

. . . . . . .- . . . .

-

of an item.
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(b) As the first word or group of words in an item name, follcn?ad
in inverted cequence by the least number of modifiers necessary to establish a single
concept of, the item.

(c) When en item name uses a besic name as a part of the name, the
def hi tion of the basic name must be examined to insure that the concept of the basic
name does not conflict with the concept of the entire item name. If a new concept is
expressed, a separate and distinct definition for the basic name shall be developed.

b. Selection of the proper basic name (either a single or hyphenated noun
word, e. g., %HAIR”, “RECORDER-REPRODUCER” or a basic noun phrase, e.g., “SEWING
MACHINE”) is of prime importance In the development of an item name. In selecting e
basic name for an item, the first consideration is to ans~er the question “Uhat 18 it?”
in the most specific fashion. The most specific name for an item is always preferred
to a general name (e. g,, “MIRROR” is preferable to “LOOKING GLASS”, “INK” is prefer-
able to “WRITING PLUID”).

c. Use of Names

(1) Approved Item Names are required in preparation of all item identif i
cations, except Partial Descriptive Method Item Identifications using FIXG A239
(Miscellaneous Items) and Type 2 Reference Method Item Identification which require
an Approved Item Name when available; otherwise a part name may he used.

(2) Part names are used in preparation of reference method item identifi-
cations when no Approved Item Name is applicable.

(3) Inverted nomenclature, in which the order of words in a name is
reversed, shall be used in the Federal Catalog System for item names. This method haa
the advantage of bringing like items together in an alpi~abetical  llsting of item names.

(4) A basic name modifier, which is a single word, hyphenated word, or
group of words, shall be used to express the degree of differentiation necessary to
restrict the area established by a basic name (multiconcept namee, or basic names
with related concepts) to a single concept of an item.

Example S : SAW, NAND, CROSSCUT
CAMERA , MOTION PICTURE

(5) Item names form the basin for developing the FSU structure and the
commodity area concept of t}w FIIC; the FSC structure groups like items together for
management purposes, the FIIC strucuturc groups like items together for identification
purposes. As such, item name actions shrill be collaborated WI th the activity respon-
sible for the FIIC nnd w[th the item manager(s) responsible for the items in the
affected FSC(S).

232-3
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d. Delimitations. Delimitation, In cataloging~ is the demarcation of item
of supply concepts inherent in basic names and item names in order to diet in@lsh
between diffdzent iteis concepts in the came name or between similar item of atipply
concepts in different names, An item of supply delimitat%oa is required for:

(1) Each baaic name which conveys ~re than one item of supply conceptj
in order to clearly establish a single concept.

(Z) Each basic or item name which conveys an itemof supply concept which
may tie confused with the concept conveyed by another basic name or item name, in order
to differentiate between the concepts. .

!

e. Common Usage. Whe; two or more names are applicable to an Item, that
name which is most commonly used by the Government and industry shall be selected as
the item name, and the other name(s) shall be cross-indexed to the selected name.

232.03 Federal Supply Code for Manufacturer (FSCM)

a. Any reference number entered into the Federal Catalog System will have a
FS(2t aseigned to the manufacturer prior to entering the manufacturer’s part/reference
number into the Central Catalog File. The FSCM is a s-digit number assigned to
establishments which. are manufacturers or have design control of items of supply pro-
cured by agencies of the Federal Government.

b. Under certain conditions resulting from a change(s) in a manufacturer’s
status, revision actions shall be initiated by the DLSC, These conditions are:

(1) men a FSCM is canceled and replaced by a code assigned to a single
manufacturer.

(2) When an organization has been acquired by two or more currently
active organizations, or has sold the assets of one or more of Its dlvisiong snd
DT.SC can determine, without collaboration, which part:numbered itemg formerly manu-
factured by the defunct organization are now manufactured by the aCquirin8 Organi~a-
tione.

c. Where the applicable FSCM cannot be determined under the conditions cited
in subparagraph 232.03bP recorded cataloging activities shall Initiate appropriate
action to update the Central Catalog File.

d. DLSC will not cancel a FSCM until all numberm of that manufacturer have
been withdrawn.

232-4
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232.04 Logistic Reference Numbers

a. Identification. Logistic Reference
identification when used in the Federal Catalog
electrical transmission and machine processing.

b. Configuration and Format. Logistic
configured and formatted exactly as provided by

Numbers shall be suitable for
System and shall be capable of

Reference Numbers shall be
the manufacturer or by the

design control activity in order to achieve compatibility between logistics and
engineering reference number data and between Federal Catalog System records and
industrial records.

c. Submittals. All Logistic Reference Numbers submitted for stock
number assignment , additions to existing items and revisions to recorded
references (except North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) which are ~ove~ed
by an exceptional agreement) shall be submitted as originally configured by the
manufacturer or design control activity and within the DIDS participants
standards of feasibility for communication and
ting Logistic Reference Numbers regarding this
rules in the DIDS Procedures Manuzl.

processing. Limitation of format-
dual capability are detailed as

d. Search and Interrogation. Logistic Reference Numbers submitted for *
search or interrogation processing shall be formatted “in the clear” whcuever
possible. Logistic Reference Numbers not formatted “in the clear” wh~ch were
previously used in the Federal Catalog System, may be input as previously
formatted.

Central
FSCM(S )

232.05

e. FSCM Requirement. Logistic Reference Numbers
Catalog File shall be that of the manufacturer(s)
contained in the submittal.

Federal Item Identification Guides (FIIGs)

a. ConceDt. FIIGs Drovide for the establishment

entered into the
represented by the

and support of a
mechanized l-s data sv~tem capable of supporting lo~istics- functions with
item related technical and management data. tie over~ll ~oncept provides for:

*

.-
\

(1) IdentifvinF an item of supply by those characteristics necessary
to differentiate it from any other item of supply and establishing a means to
encode the characteristic replies for input to the Central Catalog File.

(2) Establishing a comprehensive data base for those logistics
functions which have need for the data.
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(3) The ability to process and compare the encoded

(4) Screening of FIIS to determine if an actual or

data by machine.

possible
duplicate item has been entered into the supply system. Using the FIIG for
guidance, item related data may be submitted to the data bank for screening
against previously recorded data for the purpose of searching the data bank
for like items. Candidate items will be screened to the maximum extent
possible ‘for reference number or characteristics in either parametric or
nonparsmetric  screening.

(5) A centralized file for simplified maintenance of the data.

(6) Criteria for determination of equivalency and substitutability
through screening of individual characteristics.

b. Objectives

(1) To establish a single logistic characteristics record in a
machine sensible format for each item of supply, capable of expeditious
retrieval. The resulting records will be contained in the Central Catalog File.

To detect
including
criteria,

searching

(2) To screen candidate FIIs against previously recorded data
dup~fcations. For input data which does not match the existing record,
existing reference numbers~ and is not within the FIIG data range
a new item record will be established and a new NSN will be assigned.

(3) To screen against previously recorded data for the purpose”of
the data bank for like items.

(4) To collect, maintain, and disseminate item logistic data for the
support of multiple logistic functions (e.g., provisioning, cataloging, procure-
ment, standardization, item entry control, inventory control, maintenance,
“preservation, packaging, transportation, warehousing, excess redistribution,
surplus disposal, etc.).

232-6
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232.06 Military Standard Item Characteristics Coding Structure (MILSTICCS)
Utilization

a. General Instructions on MILSTICCS Utilization. MILSTICCS shall be *
the coding structure used to code FIIG data for item identification, trans-
mission, storage and processing. DLSC shall assign all MILSTICCS Codes used
in the final published document.

b. Use of MILSTICCS Operating Manual. All terms, rules, and procedures *
in the MILSTICCS manual are to be followed. exceDt when the MILSTICCS manual and.
the DIDS Procedures Manual are in confllct, then provisions of the DIDS Procedures
manual shall govern. The various rules and exceptions are further amplified in
the DIDS Procedures Manual.

232-7
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233.01 Methods of Item Ident ificat ion.

1
a. Two mathods of item identification. Two methods have been

accomplishing the process of item identification under
descriptive methoJ and the reference method. The Full
ferred method.

the kederal
Descriptive

established
Catalog System;

for
the

(1) Descriptive nw?thod of item identlf ication. The descriptive ~thod of
item tdentif ication establishes and delimits the concept of an item of supply by the
delineation of the essential characteristics of the i tam which give the item its
unique character and serve to differentiate it frm every other item of supply. It
my contafm other characteristic data not used in the assignment of a NSN as specffied
in Sectfon 111 of the specific FIIG.

(a) The Full Descriptive Method (FDM) technique of item identifica-
tion is a Type 1 item identification which contains all essential characteristics of
an item and differentiates it from every other item of supply. A Partial Dea c zfp tive
Method (PDM) of item identification is a Type 4 item identification which conta$ns
one or more characteristics in addition to the item name but does no$ contain all
characteristics required for a FDM.

(b) When the item of
production, data are added to Identify
characteristics, and production of the
code, reference number, RNCC and RNVC.

supply concept is limited to a single item of
the manufacturer who controls the design,
item. This consists of the manufacturer’s

~. When
production, the resulting item
a Type 4A.

~. When

the manufacturer’s number fully idetatif ies the item of
identification is a Type lA or_, if not fully described,

the manufacturer’ 8 number does not fully identify the
item of production, because the item of production contains a feature not inherent
in the manufacturer’s number, or when the nxmufacturer’s number covers a range of
items of production , mLnimum characteristics are added to the manuf acturer’s data to
completely identify the item and to differentiate it from all other items of produc-
tion having the same manufacturer’s number. The result ing i tern ickentif ication is a
Type lB (full descriptive-ref erence-descriptive) or, if not fully described a Type 4B.

(2) Reference method of item identification. The reference method of
item identification eatabliahes and dclim.its the concept of an item of uupply by
reference(c) to the item fdentifyl.ng number(s) of one or more manufacturer’a, denoting
the item or itenw of production includad under che concept. Thus, under the reference
MO!I)O(l Lhr t.ssci)tial characteristics of tl)o itrn~ of :;upply are not directly delineated
LII !.IIc ftr.m tdcntiff. cntion but call bC Verified by research of’ :he data represented by
LIIII ma\}u[:lcturcrl s(s’ ) item identf. fyLng number(s) . The end product of the pure
r(.f[~rcl~cc met}]od IS o Fype 2 it~ identification.

233-1
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b.

. .. . . . . .. .

Purposes of descriptive -thod of item identification. The purposes of tbe
descriptive ~thod of item identification are to:

I ,,

(1) Utablish the identity of an item of wpply and to differentiate it
from awry other item of supply by characteristics.

(2) Facilitate physical identification. Under the full descriptive
method, the characteristics of an object can be compared with the characteristl~ of
the item af supply se delineated by the item identification (full descriptive). If
the object possesses all the characteristics of the full descriptive idencificatfon~
it c- be recognized ● s being that item. The available cheracteristica of the partial
demcrtptive  item identification of an object can be compared with the charactaristico
of the item of supply ar~d may or may not be recognized as being that item.

(3) PerMlt comparison of related items by the available characteristics
incltnled in their respective identifications, in order to determine the degree of
● imtlarlty emd difference which exist among these items, thus permitting:

(a) Selection of the beat item for the intended use.

(b) Assf gnmen t of Individual items to appropriate chases of the
Federal Supply Classification.

(c) Disclosure end select ion of groups of items for which standard-
ization MY be practicable.

(d) The ability to group items to serve the needs of mltiple
logisaics functions.

c. Purposes of reference method of item identificaticm. The purpoeea of the
reference method of item identification ● re to:

(1) Establi8h the identity of an item of eupply and to differentiate
it from ● very other item of supply by reference number(s).

(2) prwide  ● basis for comparison of related items of supply by -MS
Of the manufacturer’s code. reference n~ber, ~cc ad ~~c.

233.02 Type8 of Item Identification.

a. Seven Types of Item Identlficationa. The &scriptive and reference
=thoda of item identification produce ● even typea of item Idantificatione  ranked
in order of desirability:

233-2
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. . . . . . .~
(1) Descriptive method of item identification. -

{ (a) Type 1 (full descriptive) item identification.

(b? Type 1A (full deacript$ve-ref erence) item identif icatlon.

(c) Type lB (full descriptive-reference-descriptive) item identifi-
cation.

(d) Type 4 (partial descriptive) item identification.

(e) Type 4A (partial descriptive-reference) item identification.

(f) Type 4B (partial descriptive-reference-descriptive) item
identification.

, (2) Reference method of item identification. Type 2 (reference) item
identification.

b. Definitions and determination of appropriate type of item identification.
Maximum use of the Full Descriptive Method of item identification shall be msde ia
preparing item identifications submitted for NSN assignment.

(1) Type 1 (full descriptive) itcm identification. A Type I item identi-
fication shall be prepared when the item of supply concept is or ia not limited to
a single item of production and can be identified on the basis of the descx5ptive
characteristic alone. The Type 1 item identification delineates the ess~:dtial

-- characteristics of the item of supply by use of the following kinds of identifica-
tion data:

(a) The Approved Item Name is the first element In each Type 1 Item
Identification. Because the item name connotes certain basic characteristics of the
Item which it covers, it serves to initiate the delineation of the characteristtca
of the item of supply in the item identification.

(b) Description of the characteristics of the item of supply by a
series of statements in words or numerals ordinarily forms the major kind of identi-
fication data used in each Type 1 item Identification. Such description continues the
delineatiml of the cha~acter~stics of the item initiated by the item name, and pro-
gressively, with the enumeration of each succesfiive characteristic, differentiates
between items covered by the came item name. When it 1.s not feasible to delineate
all eesent~al characteristics of the item in the description, the description -y be

233-3
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auwnted to indicate additional characteristics  by the citation of particular docu-
rHeRts m othk,r eources of data descriptive of the item of supply. Approved sources
to whtah citations may be made are Government and =nufacturers’ specifications or
stanhrds. It ia essential that all citations be to documents which are available
for distribution throughout the Government or for purchase through the Superintendent
of Mcuments, U.S. Government Printing Office, or which are recognized within the
indua try end are generally available.

(C) lilustration of the teem of supply (or features thereof) when
required as a supplement toP or ss a substitute for, the description of certafn
characteristics, is a third kind of identification data used in a descriptive type
item identification,

(2) Type 1A (full descriptive-reference) item identification. The Type
lA item identification delineates essential characteristics of the item of supply in
the same manner and to the same extent as for a co~arable Type 1 item identification,
bu~ It limits the item of Rupply to a single item of production by a reference to the
manufacturer of the single item of production and to his item Identifying number. The
Type 1A item idcntif ication combines the data required for a Type 1 item identification
with the data required for a &pe 2 (reference) item identification representing a
single item of production. A type 1A item identification 8hall be prepared uhen the
mnufacturer’e part/reference number ie item identifying for the single item of
production.

(3) Type lB (full descriptive-ref erence-descriptive) item identification.
The Type lB item Identificatf.on delineates essential characteristics of the item of
supply in the same manner and to the same extent as for a comparable Type M item
identification, but completes the identification of the item of production by a etat~
ment of those minimum characteristics required to differentiate the item of production,
from other item of production having the same manuf acturer’s number. A Type lB it=
identification shall be prepared wherl the item of supply contains a feature not
inherent in the numufacturer’s  identifying number.

(4) Type 4 (Partial descriptive) item identification. A Type 4 shall be
prepared to record all available deucripttve data needed to support logistics functions
ue~d for other than ~harectertg&f~~  item diffp=cntiation. The Type 4 item ? dentifi-
cation reflects the Type 1 concept in that the item of supply iu not r~atricted to a
single item of produccton. The minimum deacrlption is G reply to PAL NAME end a
poattlye reply to one additlonnl requirement PAC from either Section I or Sectiin% 111.
of a FIIG. The maximum description iet one reply leas than a full description, ae
indicated in the Applicability Key Index for Section 1 and Appendix b. The item
identification data ~ubmitted Includes an item identifying reference number.
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(5) Type 4A (partial descriptive-reference) item identification. A
Type 4A shall be prepared to record all available descriptive data needed to
support logistics functions that use the data for other than characteristics
item differentiation. The Type 4A item identification reflects the Type lA
concept in that the item of supply is limited to a single item of production.
The minimum and maximum descriptive requirements are the same as for a Type 4.

(6) Type 4B (partial descriptive-reference-descriptive) item
identification. A Type 4B shall be prepared to record all available descriptive
data needed to support logistics functions that use the data for other than
characteristics item differentiation. The Type 4B item identification reflects
the Type lB concept in that the item of supply is limited to a single item of
production but the manufacturer’s number assigned is not completely item
identifying. The minimum and maximum descriptive requirements as for a Type 4
also apply to a Type 4B.

(7) Type 2 (reference) item identification. A Type 2 item
identification shall be prepared only when the item of supply cannot be identl- *
fied by the descriptive method. It reflects:

(a) The manufacturer or maimfacturers of the item or items of *
production as specifically related to the manufacturers item identifying
number or numbers and RNCC and WC.

(b) The item name. The name is the title by which the item *

is known or designated and shall be the Approved Item Name when one exists. When *
an Approved Item Name does not exist, it may be the name applied to the item by
a Government activity or by a manufacturer.

233.03 Preparation, Maintenance, and Processing of Iten? Identifications

a. Preparation and Processing. Item identifications shall be prepared *
and processed in accordance with .,the~S Procedures Manual. *

b. Collaboration/Coordination. Collaboration/coordination of item
identification(s) shall be in accordance with policies enunciated in paragraph
431.11 and the DIDS Procedures Manual.

c. Submittal of Item Identifications

L

(1) Prior to NIIN assignment, all reference numbers known to be
associated with an item of supply to be identified, including all specification
and standard numbers, shall be submitted as a part of the proposed item identi-
fication. For those items not having reference numbers (e.g., commercially
available, low volume, subsistence items not requiring specifications; raw
materials; drugs and therapeutic devices) a fully descriptive type of item
identification shall be prepared.
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(2) Subsequent to NIIN assignment, all identification data
including characteristics and reference numbers known to be associated with
an item of supply identlf!-ed by a NIIN shall be submitted by all activities
having interest in the F:il.

d. Withdrawal of Item Identification Data. Upon determination that the
identfffcatiort data including the characteristics or reference number(s) are no
longer z{>p?.icable  to an item of supply, the data shall be withdrawn. However,
the last known refere~ce number shall not be withdrawn from the Central Catalog
File.

e. Change of Item Identification Data. Upon determination that the
identification data, including the characteristics or reference number(s)
previously submitted are inaccurate, the data shall be changed in the Central
Catalog File.

f. submittal of User Data. Each activity exercising cataloging and/or——
inventory responsibilities shall advise the DLSC of its use of a FII by submit-
ting to DLSC a notice to record that activity as a user of each FII represent~ng
an item o.f s;?.pp!y in the &ctiVSty’s 10giStiCS system.

g. ~~hdrawal of User Data, Each activity recorded as a user of a FII
upon determination tha? che item of supply represented by the FII is no longer
used in its logistics system shall advise DLSC to withdraw its user interest.

233.04 Revision of Item Identifications.— ——

Item identification(s) in the Federal Catalog System shall be maintained
by all participants and users of this system and its resulting products through
the responsible Cataloging Activity. This includes all activities that prepare,
use, or disseminate catalog data.

a. Authority and Mthod for Revision. The revision of a FII, including—— .——
the addition, deletfon, ~r chznge of identification data, shall be proposed by

* an activity ~~pon its own initiative or by DLSC. These revisions shall be
* coordinated/coHaborated  P.s specified in Chapter 4, Subsection 43, paragravh
* 431.11 of this manual. When a FII is revised, the NIIN shall be retained (the

entire NSN will be retained provtded the FSC does not change in the process,
see paragra?h 233.08).

—
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b. Restrictions on Revision

(-’~ &- (1) If the-= . ._
%

tral Catalog File contains an “in the clear”
reference number it shallA deleted and replaced by a modification of that *

5 numb er.

(2) When a proposed revision of an FII is processed by DLSC and a *
condition of duplication of FIIs is revealed, the revision shall not be approved
and DLSC shall advise the activity of the potential duplication of FIIs.

c. Conditions for Revisions. FIIs shall be revised when:

(1) The FII does not clearly and adequately establish the
identity of an item of supply and no applicable FII exists, which occurs when:

(a) The language of one or more replies is inaccurate,
incomplete, obscure, or ambiguous as to the characteristic(s) of the item of
supply.

(b) A conflict exists between the characteristics indicated
by different replies contained within the FII ot

-
(c) The manufacturer’s data is inaccurate (e.g.,

manufacturer’s reference number, RNCC, RNVC).

(2) The FII does not cite a specification or standard
been determined thzt a specification or standard is applicable, or

the T.SCM,

and it has
when the

FII does not cite a specification or standard, but such citation requires
revision because of the consolidation of specifications or standards, the
establishment of specifications or standards of higher priority, or the revision
of specifications or standards.

(3) It is necessary to:

(a) Revise or correct the

(b) Conform with a new or
name.

Approved Item Name or part name.

revised delimitation of the item

(4) The FII is not to be in accordance with the latest revision of
the applicable FIIG and requires updating to permit proper screening, or when the
language of the replies requires updating to the latest approved terminology.

(5) It is necessary to change a Type 1A, 4A, or 2 FII to a Type lB
or 4B FII because it has been determined that the manufacturer’s number cited
does not completely identify the item of supply.

.- 233-7
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(6) A recorded using ac~ivity proposes an “item of supply”
concept change, with the retention of the existing NIIN, and all other recorded
using activities concur.

(7) It is determined that the number cited is not “the manufacturer’s
number”, and r-ev?.sion of the item identification is required to cite the primary
number of the manufacturer controlling the design of the item of production.

(8) It has
applicable to the FII.

(9) It has
applicable to the FII.

been determined that an additional reference number is

been determined that a reference number is no longer

-

-\
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(10) It has been determined that a name related to a FII is
inaccurate.

(11) It has been determined that a part name
Type 2, 4, 4A or 4B FII and that an Approved Item Name is

(12) It has been determined that an Approved

has been related to a
applicable.

Item Name related to”
a Type 2, 4, 4A or 4B FII is not applicable becaus~-the  item does not fall
within the delimitation of the item name and that , a part name must be used for
t h e  i t e m  n a m e .

233.05 Transfer ,of a FII

The Full Descriptive Method of item identification is the preferred
type of item identification. Although the transfer of an item identification
is also a revision to a FII, it is separated from the policy for revision to a
FII to provide special emphasis.

a. Authority and Method for Transfer. The transfer of a Type 2 FII to
a Type 1, IA, lB, 4, 4A or 4B or any Type 4 to any Type 1 FII shall be
effected by the Directorate of Item Identification, DLSC, or shall be proposed
by an activity upon its own initiative or upon notification from the Directorate
of Item Identification. When a FII transfers from a Type 2 to a Type 1, IA, IB,
4, 4A, or 4B, or any Type 4 to any Type 1, the NIIN shall also transfer (the
entire NSN will transfer if the FSC class code number does not change in the
process, see paragraph 233.08). Transfers shall be coordinated/collaborated
under the rules contained in paragraph 431.11.

b. Restriction on Transfer

The transfer of a Type 1, 1A, lB, 4, 4A, or 4B FII to a Type 2
FII normally is not permitted. In exceptional circumstances, upon justification
(written justification to DLSC or a FIIG Revision Data Base change), such trans-
fer may be authorized by the Directorate of Item Identification, DLSC.

c . Conditions for Transfer

(1) A Type 2 FII shall
dL’ 4B FII when:

be transferred to a Type 1, 1A, lB, 4, 4A,

*

*

‘ - 233-9
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(a) Descriptive method tools are avsilable and are applicable
to the item.

(b) When an Approved Item Name was available and the item name
definition is deemed inadequate, and has been revised to utilize an existing FIIG.

(c) When an Approved Item Name was not available, a name has
been developed and referenced to a new or existing FIIG.

NOTE : If the conditions stated in subparagraphs c(l)(b) and
c(l)(c) above exist, a proposal for a new or revised item name shall be
forwarded to DLSC and the item may be described using the Miscellaneous Items
FIIG A239.

* (2) A Type 2 FII shall be transferred to a Type lB or 4B FII when
the reference number(s) related to the Type 2 FII does not completely identify
the item of supply.

233.06 Cancellation of a FII

a. Authority and Method for Cancellation. The cancellation of a FII
may be ef%ected by the Directorate of Item Identification, DLSC, or may be
proposed by an activtty upon its own initiative or upon notification from the
Directorate of Item Identification, DLSC.

b. Restriction on Cancellation

(1) An FII shall not be cancelled as “cancel-inactive”, “cancel-use”
or “cancel-invalid” if the item standardization code denotes item is the replace-
ment for one or more items not authorized for procurement.

(2) An FII shall not be cancelled as invalid when the item standard-
ization code denotes item is not authorized for procurement and is referenced to
a replacement NSN. Under this condition either the FII shall be cancelled to
reflect that the replacement NSN shall be used (cancel-use) or the item record
shall be changed to remove the standardization relationship.

c. Conditions for Cancellation. A FII shall only be cancelled when:

(1) Different FIIs, with the same NIIN depict two or more different
item of supply concepts. (Cancel-Replace) .

(2) Two different FIIs, with different NIINs depict possible
duplicate “item of supply” concepts, through coordination with responsible
cataloging activities. (Cancel-Duplicate, see paragraph 431.04). TWO different
FIIs with different NIINs, depict actual duplicate items of supply (Cancel-
Duplicate, see paragraph 431.05).
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(3) The FII, because of incomplete, conflicting, or erroneous data, does
not clearly or adequately establish the identity of an item, or the item cannot ba
furnished by any known manufacturer , and the item for which it was fntended is no
longer in any supply system. (Cancel-Invalid/Nonprocurable. )

(4) The FII represents an item of supply no longer in any supply syutea,
and has been in an inactive state (all Uers withdrawn) for at least 5 years.

(5) Two different FIIs, with different NIINs do not depict actual dupli-
cate item of supply concepts, but us:lng activities have indicated that one FII 8hodd
be canceled to use (Cancel-Use) another FII.

NOfE : Cancellation of FIIs shall not In addition cause deletion of Catalog
Management Data (m) unless the criteria of paragraphs 631.05b and 731.03d are -t.

d. Priority for Cancellation. When two different FIIs with dif f ereat NSNS,
represent duplicate items of SUpply, one shall be canceled as a duplicate of the
other in accordance with the priority listed in the DIDS Procedures Manual.

233.07 Reinstatement of a Canceled FII

a. Authority and ‘Method for Reinstatement. The reinstatement of e FII my be
effected by l)LSC or may be proposed by an activity. tdhen a canceled item identifica-
tion is reinstated, the NIIN shall be retained (the entire NSN shall be ~~tafned,
unless the FSC class co&a number is changed in the pro$ess).

b. Restriction on Reinstatement
I

(1) The reinstatement of a FII shall not be approved if the prOpOSti
reinstated item identification duplicates another FII.

(7.)  A “Cancel-Inactive” of !! Cancel-Tnvalid” item identification may be
reinstated in a different FSC class, as a different type, or under a diffgrent Item
name than existed at the time of cancellation, provided that the proposed reinstated
item idenrf f Lcat ion represent the item of SUpply for which the NSN was originally
obtained.

(3) Unless required to correct an erroneous action, a FII canceled ~er
condl.tions set forth under subparagraph 233.06c(1) , c(2) or c(5) shall not be
reinst:ltecl. ~{eque:jt for reins~ate~ent of erroneo~ly cancelled FIIs ~st be
to the DLSC, Directorate of item Identification, with all applicable @egment
r{!(:ords and a l e t t e r  of j u s t i f i c a t i o n .

c. Cojldition for Reinstatement. A canceled FII shall be reinstated
a,ti.vfty determines that it represents an item Of supply  currently active in
SIlppl. y .Systlxl.

mailed
data

when an
itD

*

*

*

*

*

*
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233.08 Revision of a FSC Class Code Number Asai gnment

a. ‘Authority and Method for Revieion. The revision of a FSC clas a code
assigned to a FII may be effected by DLSC, or may be proposed by an activity upon i.?=
own initiative, or upon Instruction from the Directorate of Item Identification, DLSC.
Propo&ed revisions of the FSC code n~ber assigned to a FII shall be submitted to the
Directorate of Item Identification for review and approval in accordance with the It~
Identification section of the DIDS Procedures Manual.

b. Restrict ion on Revision. The FSC class code nlanber asa.igne.d to a Type 1,
IA, 1*, 4., 4A, or 4B FII shall not be revieqd under the conditions cited in subparagraph
c(3), (4) and (5) below, except when collaboration with all using activities
furniehed adequate evidence to support such reclassification. The FSC class code
number aastgned to a Type 2 FIX shall not be revised under any of the conditions cited
belw, except when collaborate ion with all using act ivttlea furnished adequate evidence
to support such reclassification.

c. Conditions for Revision. Subject to the. restr~ction ntated above, the FSC
class code n~ber assigned. to a FII shall be revised:

(1) When it is determined that the FSC class code number was incorrectly
assi~ed because:

(a) The assigned code nab er la a rnnexistent code number.

(b) The FSC structure authorized classification of the item repr~
sented by the FII in one single class only, and the assigned code n~ber IS other
than the single authorized code number.

(c) The FSC structure authorizes classification of the item repre-
sented by the FII on the basfs of application to ita next higher classifiable ausembly~
and the assigned code n~ber 1S other than the correct code number for the next higher
classifiable assembly cited in reply to PAC ZZZV (FSC Application DSta).

(2} men a change In the FSC structure makes the assigned FSC claas code
number incorrect.

(3) When the FSC class code nunber, a~signed on the basis that the item
wan a~cjADlly  dksigned;, 10 Subsequently determined to be Incorrect because the ~t818 iS
proved to @Ve appl.tca~ion to two or ~re different types of equipment, and IS there-
fore appropriately classified as a “multiapplicaiion”  item in the class established
for the multiapplfcation item.

—.
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(4) Wan the FSC clase code number was assigned on the basis of multiple
application of the item to two or nmre different types of.equipment, and it”is sub-
sequently determined that the item 1s, in fact, specially deeigned.

(5) When the FSC class code nmber was assigned on the basis of applica-
tion of the item to one of its next higher assemblies, and the application is subse-
quently determined to have become obsolete, or less useful to the using activities
than a FSC class code number assigned on the basis of application to a different
higher assembly.

233.09 Quality Control/Quality Assurance *

a. Purpose. In accordance with DoDD 4155.1, Quality Assurance, the purpose *
is to asaure that all materiel including supplies and services and data obtained by or *
for the DoD Federal Catalog Syetam (PCS) meet the following objectives: *

(1) That FCS materiel, data, supplies and services conform to specified *

Federal Catalog Program requirements in this manual, the DIDS Functional Description, *
the DIDS Procedures, and the DoD Provisioning and Other Preprocurement Screening Manual. *

(2) That specified requirements for FCS materiel, data, supplies and *
.’ services are practical and enforceable. *

.

(3) That FCS user dissatisfaction and mis8ion ineffectiveness are prevented *
or eliminated. *

b. Scope *

(1) Quality Control. Each activity engaged in the preparation, sub- *

mittal)  PrOcesBlng and retention cf cataloging deta and mechanized inputs and outputs *

therefrom are participants in the Federal Catalog System and will be responsible for *

instituting quality control programs. Required quality levels will be established for *
each Inspection Btep. *

(2) Quality Assurance. A Quality Assurance Program (QAP) and procedures
is an integral part of tha administration and management of the Federal Catalog System.
The overall cbjective of tlie QAP IS to effectively achieve error free and timely data
throughout the syetem, i.e., in data preparation, entry and retention in the Central
catalog File records, distribution and retention of data from that file. To reach this
objective, It is neceseary that the accuracy of the data is ascertained and verified
through implementation of various quality assurance techniques tn compliance with the
Federal Catalog System requirements.

,.

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

c. An understanding of terms is necessary in the effort to achieve goals
*
*approaching the objective:
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(1) Quality . The composite of data, materiel and service attributes
including performance.

(2) Quality Control. That functjon of management relative t~ procedures ,
inspection, edits, validatio-n~d verif Ication necessary to ensure maintenance of the
required quality in materiel, gervices, supplies and in the development, transmission,
receipt, storage, retrieval and distribution of data neceseary to provide a procuct of
the required quality aa required by the Federal Catalog Program. It consists of
evaluating performance in accordance with prescribed standards.

(3 ) Quality Assurance. A planned and systematic pattern of policy
direction to provide adequate confidence that cataloging materiel, data, supplie~ ond
services conform to established technical requirements and achieve satisfactory per-
formance. It includes developing and maintaining quality atandarda; measuring and
comparing qualJ.ty controlled performance to these standards; preparing and evaluating
inspection reports and taking necessary action when standards or performance repeti-
tively vary from the acceptable quality level.

d. Procedures, specific application, standards and additional terms related
to the Quality Assurance Program (QAP) are In the DIDS Procedures Manual.

e. Basically, the QAP shall consist of three steps:

(1) Step 1. Developing and maintaining Standards: Standards in tha
system consi~t of requirements rules, regulations, specifications for editing, .etandarda,
established 8oals of achievements, etc. Therefore,’ they shall be current, definite,
precisely and concisely stated, coordinated and available in a form equally usable by
all participants.

( 2 )  S t e p  2 . Identifying conditions not in conformance with the
standards: Rejects for each applied quallty check shall be identified by a structured
coding syetem to feed back statistical reports to pinpoint violations of the standards
and to permit the third step (corrective action) of a QAP to be implemented.

( 3 )  StxJlpJ. Action taken when performance to standards is not main-
tained: Once visibillt>’ of cauoe of error is echieve.d, there are two mathoda of
instituting corrective action; either correct the actigne of the preparer at tho uourca
of error generation, or correct the standarde when they are the source of error or
cannot be met.
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233 - Preparation of Item Identification
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f. Correcting errors determined by exercise of quality
cient for efficient management. Correcting repetitive kinds of
good product but such action is wasteful. With proper feedback

control is not suffi-
errors will produce a
from quality control

under a quality aasurance program, the basic cause for Buch kinds of errors-can be
determined and will be eliminated.

g. Responsibility ies

(1) participants

(a) Provide

(b) Perform
developed by DLSC.

(including DLSC) shall:

adequate training.

coordination review of general application standards

(c) DeveloD. maintain and utilize necessary standards not cuvered by
DLSC general application s ta~dards.

(d) Inspect item identification input and out put
standard edits and appropriate ~spection techniques to’achieve the
corrective action.

(e) Maintain auditable quality control inspection.

data againat
AQL and initiate

(f) Analyze standard quality inspection reports, recorde and com-
plaints and initiate appropriate action in accordance with subparagraph e(3) above.

(g) provide adequate resources to maintain a Quality Assurance
Program.

(h) A Quality Assurance Program will be employed in all areas of the
Federal Catalog System to support the overall objective.

(2) The DLSC, in addition to the preceding responsibf.lities shall:

(a) Develop, msinta~.n, coordinate and furnish to the participating
activities general application Etandarde reflecting the policy and procedures of the
Federal Catalog sy5tem for development of applicable ~chfie snd/or manual edits
required to achieve the required quality levele.

(b) Maintain surveillance on input to DLSC from other participants
8ufficient to evaluate the effectiveness of the Quality Assurance Program ad provide
data for establishtig goals and required quality levels.

* ’
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233 - Ereparacion’ of Item Identif icae ion
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* (3) Part icipants other than DLSC, in eddttion to responsibilities stated
*above, shall:

*

*
Watalog System

(a) EValuate DLSC standards to atiiiura opiimuh quality inpsts.

(b) Coordinate with personnel in programs interfacing the Federal
in order to develop standards tip roving the quality of data flowing

*into the Federal C8talog Syetem.

* (c) IhKerclse surveillance on output f ram bLSC for coripliance silth
*establ~ahed ~ta~ard~,

*233. 10 Quality Assurance. of Item Intelligence.File  Data Records (Fiie Compatibility)

* Select6d DISC Total Xt@m Record (TIR) Item Intelligence Fi Ie Data Records d~
*the same data records from Integrated Material &fiagers (IifMs) (Levi?.1 of .Autliority
*(LOA) 01, 02, 06, 15, 22 and 23) files and from the Defenee Automatic Addienrni.ng
*@~t~ {DAAS) file will be compared on a routfne prede~ermi~~d  ocheduied basiB to
*maintati identicality of these dati records in multiple locations.

* The comparisons will be m~.da on a statiet%cal s~ple lot baa%s every 120
*days in such a manner that the entire range of items in the Federal Supply Groups
*and classes (FSCs) “ill be checked at least oncm a year.

* The stiple lot size will be a quantity of data elements per NIINs based on
*the total item population of the FSCS aa of the cut-off date and iti accordance With
* Table I of MilStd 105D.

* DLSC arid part icipat Ing act iv itiee shall alternate in a common random seniple
~~e~ection of N1~g in ~cc*rdance with the population of each FSC scheduled for

*c~mparison..

* Media of $n~t/outPut , acceptable ~~els, report~ and procedures pertinent
*to f“ile compatibility ctmtparison check are in the DSDS “Procedures Manual.

* Ma%ntena&e of compatibility between the data ehinents of the DLSC TIR and
*the datff elemeiitsi iiid ~he maater file of each of the dea@ated participants is a
“t.joint responeibiltty of DLSC and the particlpant~.

>k Maintenuncc of compat lbi,llty between eegmente of each record in the I?4Me
*ma~ter file ad bctwe=n records in its master file and satellite or dependent files
*IM rlta r~bponnibillty  of the ~~.

. . . . . .. . . . . ...4
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